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HO, HO, HO!!! It’s hard to believe
it is that time of the year again. As I am
sitting here a few days prior to Thanksgiving putting my thoughts to paper (actually in Word, but you know) we have
seen Christmas sales being advertised in
the stores since maybe just after Halloween. This is a topic that really bugs me,
but on to TBAS matters...
Before I go further, let me wish you
all happy holidays and an even better
and prosperous 2014.
We held a very successful annual
fish auction on November 17th and
many of you went home with some real
bargains. I believe the final count was 660 bags of fish that passed through the auction line. I want to take
this opportunity to thank everyone who participated and served on the committee. You all did a wonder job
this year. I think all will also agree the Kings Point Retirement Center is a beautiful facility to hold the event
and I think we will plan on utilizing the facility for future auctions.
The December general meeting will be held at the Florida Aquarium and sad to say it will be our final
meeting at the Aquarium after more than a 16 year association. All good things eventually come to an end
and that is true with this relationship as well. We have enjoyed our time meeting at the facility and we have
had a great relationship with the staff. Staff members will join us for the final meeting and provide a presentation on the modernization of the aquarium currently underway and in part is responsible for us having to
leave the facility. If things can be arranged we will be permitted to tour the aquarium during our final meeting.
People asked why there were no plants available at the annual auction and the answer to the question
is simply; we hold a plant auction at the January meeting and that will be true again this year. That leads
me to the next item. We hold the plant auction so that people will have wonderful new plants to enter the
Aquarium Beautiful Contest at the State Fair in February. Entry applications for the Fair must be submitted to the Fair office by December 16th at 5pm. The application and details are on the TBAS homepage for
downloading. If you have your application completed by the December meeting we will make sure applications are delivered to the State Fair office prior to the deadline.
You will note as you begin to thumb through this issue it is totally dedicated to a single species –
Parosphromenus or better known as Licorice Gouramis. Many of you may have been present in October
when I talked about the various Parosphromenus species. About a month ago I received a copy of a newsletter from a friend in Copenhagen and the entire issue was dedicated to these beautiful little creatures. It was
totally written in Danish but the photos were interesting. Eventually, I actually wanted to read the entire set
of articles so I ran the material through several translators with marginal results. Going back and forth with
my friend Helene we were able to build a reasonable English translation over the next couple of weeks. In
talking with Mike Jacobs in early November we agreed that we would make use of the time spent translating
these articles and publish the entire series in a single issue of The Filter. I hope you enjoy the read. In closing
I wish to express my sincere thanks to Helene for giving her permission to publish the articles and then to
feverishly work to get the translation accomplished – Thank you Helene… That’s it for this month; see you
all at the general meeting. Until then … happy fishkeeping.
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LICORICE GOURAMIS
A little labyrinth fish

Article: Helene Schoubye
Photos: Helene Schoubye, Oliver Perrin and Johnny Jensen, AkvarieFoto.dk

Parosphromenus
areas in Borneo, Malaysia and Indonesia. Some of these areas are unfortunately now quite environOspronemidae and the genus Parosphromenus
ence between males and females. Females are usually black and white in stripes , while the male,

been discovered or described we suspect. The variations may be very small differences in colors,
not know yet whether the different species cross with each other, thereby creating these Small differtesting.

To Table of Contents
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Parosphromenus parvulus pair
photo: Helene Schoubye

Parosphromenus parvulus pair
photo: Helene Schoubye

P. deissneri. It was only in the

private collectors and hobbyists a huge amount of discovery has been accomplished, both in terms of
descriptions of species and understanding of the needs of these species in general.

In Nature and in the Aquarium
Habitat
The Licorice gourami is found in areas of the island of Borneo and throughout Malaysia and
by large areas of rainforest and peat swamps. The water is very acidic, down to pH 3.5 and very very
soft. There is a high content of humin substances through fallen leaves. These water values has been
created over thousands of years, which again means that the small organism which inhabit these wasurroundings and depend on this environment.
Betta
coccina e.g. the small red bettas, Betta brownorum
in certain areas. In recent years the natural habitats in these areas has undergone massive change
To Table of Contents
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industrial purposes. The production of palm oil is one of the biggest industrial developments which
inhabited by other threatened animal species, one of these, and possibly most know is the orangutan.
But the species of Parosphromenus often lives closer to the sea, and closer to inhabited and lower
lying areas, which may mean that they are even more threatened than animal living in very remote
mountain areas. It is a fact that for some species the original biotope, in which they have been found,

Parosphromenus alfredi spawning pair
Photo: Oliver Perrin.

species
However, here in the U.S. some of these species are beginning to appear in local aquarium shops
and on internet stores as well as Aquabid. Some of the species continue to be very rare. Here is a
small sampling of some of the more known species:

cf.

Parosphromenus cf. linkei

Photo: AkvarieFoto.dk

: One of the most commonly found species and is occasionally found
in the trade or from domestic breeders. It comes from areas around Kalimantan on Borneo. The areas
from which P. Linkei is derived from however are presently largely destroyed. The P. linkei male and

shape. It is one of the most beautiful species and one of the most robust species; and could therefore
To Table of Contents
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Parosphromenus harveyi
Photo: Helene Schoubye

Parosphromenus harvey

is different from some other species, such as P. bintan. However it can easily be confused with other
species such as P. bintan and several others yet to be described species. This species is extremely
rare in the trade, but is found in some private breeder collection mainly in Europe.

Parosphromenus nagyi
Photo: Helene Schoubye

Parosphromenus nagyi

For further information on these species, as well as the other species, reference can be made

Source of Information:

Parosphromenus species

To Table of Contents
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Parosphromenus parvulus - male entering his cave -- Photo: Helene Schoubye
The mating and courtship process is an exciting and fascinating event to observe if you are
fortunate enough to have the opportunity to do so. However, if you have a harmonious pair in a small

form the ritual with the nose in the downward position, but a few species stand vertically with its tail
gan - but this air breathing ability is mainly used only during the construction of foam or bubble nests
prior to the spawning ritual. These nests are rarely if ever constructed at the surface - but in small
caves, cavities in the roots, or on the underside of a large leaf.

Parosphromenus nagyi pair
Photo: Helene Schoubye

Parosphromenus alfredi
Photo: Oliver Perrin

The spawning ritual of the male and female of these species is similar to that of other labyrinth
placed in the nest. The male guards the eggs from that point and hatching occurs after approximately

To Table of Contents
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Parosphromenus linkei
with eggs

Photos AkvarieFoto.dk

The fry are tiny and should be fed from the start with infusoria, micro-worms or baby brine shrimp
have repetitive bubble nests. The fry will often be pursued by parents after they have left the cave.
Survival rates are often quite high even in small tanks.

Young Parosphromenus anjunganensis
Photo: © Helene Schoubye

In the Aquarium
with a lot of light, high tech gadgets and colors.

Water
done. Most often a Reverse Osmosis unit is required along with the use of different means to lower
your local community and does not contaminate the rainfall.
To Table of Contents
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Plants

Planting is limited by the acidic soft water, and the little lightning - but plants like Java moss,

Java fern, Ceratoperis, or Salvina natans can easily be used in these aquariums.
-

Temperature
Filtration
Aquarium

importance to each species being kept in the hobby be well maintained. For this reason pairs, in small

likely not survive.

Coastal meets on the 1st Wednesday
of every month on the campus of
New College in Sarasota Florida . . .
come and spend an evening with us!
http://coastalaquariumsociety.com
You won’t be sorry you came!
Directions are on the website.
To Table of Contents
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THE SERIOUS THREAT TO PAROSPHROMENUS
SPECIES IN THEIR NATURAL HABITATS

P.
harveyi’s natural habitat. This species is found in no other place. The natural environment in the area
around Selangor is already quite destroyed which may be why P. harveyi now can be found on the
IUCH’s Red List of endangered species.
The same is true for the other species, each of which can be found in smaller or greater areas - a few species have a larger distribution area, but many are only found in very small locales.
In Borneo, Malaysia and Indonesia one of the major problems is that large areas of rain forest, peat
swamp forests are being developed for and used to construct huge palm oil plantations. Often it is
the land and after ten years of use, the soil becomes devoid of nutrients, and left worthless. Restoring the natural environment is not possible, as this takes thousands years to create the same delicate
The problems in these areas are complex, and involve a population in the need for development and
provement has, in many cases, been at the expense of a rapid deterioration of the local environmental conditions. To halt these negative conditions and to prevent additional deterioration to the environto create alternative sustainable solutions to these problems.
These proposed solutions must address a multifarious set of issues that are complex and represent a convoluted group of circumstances to permit the survival of numerous species of both plant
may very easily arrive too late.
To Table of Contents
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The Parosphromenus Project is an international
effort which emerged as an attempt to raise awareness
of the Parosphromenus species in particular and the
devastating threat to the environment in the area. It is as
a growing interest among some enthusiastic aquarists
who have done a great job to describe species, gain
experience and create liaisons between people and
an active group which cooperates in efforts to further

try to widen this out so that it was more international
and would reach people in other areas of the world. A
means to this has been the creation of a large trilingual
website, where as much knowledge and information as possible is gathered, as well as photos and
descriptions. It also provides an open forum for discussion. The Parosphromenus project is a loosely
integrated international net based network by aquarists with a particular interest in contributing to the
exchange of fry and especially through the keeping of species which at times are particularly vulnerhelping to create contact and information between members. The project also seeks to keep abreast
conservation and the environment. It also seeks to make contacts with important environmental orga-

Much more information about Parosphromenus Project can be found here
http://www.parosphromenus-project.org
Contact for The Parosphromenus Project: info@parosphromenus-project.org
Helene Schoubye
http://www.parosphromenus-project.org
http://www.pragtgurami.dk
or helene.s@webspeed.dk
Editing for the American edition by Bill Little. For additional information on an upcoming Captive Breeding Program here

blittle1942@gmail.com

To Table of Contents
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Riverview Civic Center
11020 Park Dr.
Riverview, FL 33569

TO GOOGLE CLICK HERE
TBAS DONATES!!!!

Every November & December TBAS donates to local charities.
This December . . . as always we are donating to the Metropolitan Minestries and to the US MARINES “Toys For Tots”. Please bring some
donations to the December meeting.
1) Any canned or boxed food product.
2) Any toy . . . unwrapped
THANKS FOLKS . . . TBAS HAS DONE THIS FOR YEARS!!!!!
To Table of Contents
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MEMBERSHIP
DUES!!!!

Membership Dues for TBAS are due
on the anniversary of your sign-up
date every year. Please make sure
you check the “sign-in” list on the
table at every meeting to check your
“Dues-Date” . . . Thanks!!!
To Table of Contents
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MONTHLY BOWL
SHOW
January

July

1) Livebearers
2) Egglayers

1) Barbs & Rasboras
2) Danios, White Clouds &
Rainbows

February
2) Invertebrates

March
1) Old World Cichlids
2) New World Cichlids

April
2) All Other Cats

May
1) Livebearers Spawned &
Raised
2) Egglayers Spawned &
Raised

June
1) Fish Art (Particpant Created)
2) Fish Shirt (must be worn)

August
1) Bettas
2) Anabantids

September
1) Characins
2) Sharks, Loaches & Eels

October
1) Native Florida Fish
2) Any Plants

November
2) Participant Created Fish Art

December

No. . . Bowl Show
. . . Awards!!!!!

To Table of Contents
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TROPICAL FISH
CONVENTIONS
AMERICAN CICHLID ASSOCIATION . . . ACA Convention 2014 The 2014 American Cichlid Association will be held Thurs, July 10th through Sun, July 13th at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
next to the Louisville airport. Make your reservations now by calling 888-233-9527 and asking for the
American Cichlid Association room block.

NEC . . . Northeast Council of Aquarium Societies . . . Cromwell, CT
http://northeastcouncil.org
MARINE AQUARIUM EXPO . . . Marine Aquarium Expo is April 5-6, 2014 at “O.C. Fair
& Event Center” in Southern California, 88 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 in Building #18.

AMERICAN KILLIFISH ASSOCIATION . . . The 2014 AKA National Convention

will be held at the Sheraton University Hotel in Syracuse New York. The Banquet Speaker for the show is
Stefano Valdesalici from Italy. The three day show includes 100 s of killies for sale and auction, numerous speakers and a Saturday banquet with tons of other events during the course of the show.

AMERICAN LIVEBEARER ASSOCIATION . . . 2014 CONVENTION MAY 15TH

– 18TH, 2014 The Crowne Plaza St. Louis Airport, St. Louis, MO. The 2014 ALA ConventionBrought to
you by the Missouri Aquarium Society (MASI)

To Table of Contents
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